
Walsall Eyes General Meeting
Saturday 05th September 2026, 11am till 1pm,
7-11 Hatherton Road, Walsall, WS1 1XS
Minutes of a Meeting 
Welcome & Notices
Steve Mellor opened the meeting and Talia then informed members that no fire drills were planned but reminded them of the evacuation points should the alarm sound. 
Present – Steve Mellor, Craig Bates, Claire Evans, Paul Evans, Harjit Hayer, Talia Treen, Kim Bate, Stella Bates, Christine Barkley, Joyce Parry and Claudia Marks.
Apologies – Dee Dewhurst, Andy Dewhurst, Richard Evans, Denise Evans, Paige Edwards, Carrie-Ann Sheppard, Kanu Patel and Anita Warrender.
Chair’s Report 
Steve thanked everyone for a successful outcome to the events that had recently taken place through the summer and expressed how grateful he was. Steve thanked Craig for putting together the following write up on the website and felt with naming individuals it would provide that personal touch as without everyone supporting, these events wouldn’t be able to go ahead and take place.
We've had quite the summer of fun and fundraising at Walsall Eyes, so as the season of picnics, barbecues and heatwaves draws to a close, we'd just like to put out a few words and notices to thank everyone that has helped us make the events possible and who have helped us to continue to raise much needed funds.
Walsall Eyes held 3 key events this summer, starting with a Beer and Skittles evening in June, attending Pelsall Carnival in July and our second annual fun day in August and, as you will see, we think each event in its own right was well received and well supported.
Beer and Skittles – 20th June
First then to our Beer and Skittles evening, held on 20th June at The Walsall Arms, Bank Street, Walsall. This one is an ever-present in our calendar and has for a long time been willingly and ably supported by their landlady, Jazz. This time around, she did not disappoint, putting on a buffet for the 30 or so people that attended and, as usual, doing whatever she could with her staff to make the night a success.
We managed to raise £77 from the raffle, including tickets purchased in advance by members and friends of the charity, and those purchased on the night by the ever-dependable regulars.
Around 30 people attended in total, including members, friends and relations, and we'd once again like to thank Jazz and all of the staff at The Walsall Arms for hosting us, providing the buffet and helping us to have another great evening.
In addition, it wouldn't be a skittles evening without our king of the pins himself, Roy Quinn. He's been supporting this event for a number of years, keeping the scores, organising the skittles and generally doing whatever it takes to keep calm in the chaos of people with low vision hurling balls around a room after a few tipples - well done Roy, people like you are the backbone of our social events who keep things running smoothly.
This is a well-loved recurring event on our calendar, and we hope to continue offering it.
Pelsall Carnival – 4th July
Next, we move into what was a scorching July, finding us at Pelsall Carnival on Saturday 4th July.
It wouldn't be right to continue before making the first shout-out to our Events Co-ordinator Claire Evans, ably assisted by her husband Rich. Claire and Rich are the heartbeat of most of our fundraising events, doing all of the organising both behind the scenes and in public and this event, like many of ours, would not have happened without them.
The main events here were a Bottle Tombola, brainchild of Claire, and a plant and flower sale, with Mark Mellor helping behind the scenes and providing flowers and plants for sale on the day. Mark is a long-term supporter of the charity and brother of our chairman, Steve.
We raised £206 from the Bottle Tombola and plant sale, which was an excellent effort considering the number of organisations and other attractions at the carnival on the day.
Special thanks also go out to everyone from our group that lent a helping hand on the day – Steve and Harjit, Dee and Andy, Kim, Talia and her ever-willing daughter Esmay, to name just a few!
It was a long and very hot day, but everyone chipped in, did their bit and helped to make it a success. All their hard work was very much appreciated by our chairman and all of our members.
Our Annual Fun Day – 9th August
And to the main event on 9th August, our annual fun day at The Wheatsheaf Pub, Birmingham Road, Walsall.
After the success of last year, we wanted to go bigger, and this time around we managed to put on a barbecue, were offered live entertainment by the owners of the pub, Steve and Pam, and included favourites like our bingo and raffle.
First special mention here must go to Mark Mellor, for his "Guess The Money In The Bottle" competition. Mark had been building up the money in the bottle for months – getting donations from the kind people of Walsall in pubs and cafes, topping it up with his own money whenever he could.
It was his way of supporting us in the name of his beloved mom, Joyce, who we lost last year, and it was a fitting tribute to her, raising £344 in total, half of which went directly back to us, with the other £172 going to the lucky winner, Jenny Hicks, patron of The Railway Club in Pleck – well done Jenny and don't spend it all at once! :)
A raffle and bingo were also held on the day, raising another £289.
As ever, resident caller Michael Hayes, loaned to us from Walsall Society for the Blind, stole the show with his charisma, fun and usual vigour and enthusiasm, making the bingo one of the most entertaining parts of the day.
The Wheatsheaf's charity box added another £48.02, while Mark raised a further £29 through selling more plants on the day.
Most appreciated of all was an anonymous donation of £100, given to Steve on the day by a kind patron of The Wheatsheaf. The gentleman did not want to be identified but, nevertheless, unexpected acts of generosity like this mean an enormous amount to a small charity like ours. Whoever the gentleman was, please be assured that we are incredibly grateful for your support and really would like to thank you personally should you ever want to be named officially.
Landlord Steve then very kindly topped up the donations to bring the day's fundraising to £700, with Mark's additional £29 from his plant sales taking our final total from the fun day to a fantastic £729.
Our chairman Steve would also like to thank all of the singers and musicians who gave up their own time free of charge to provide the finale to the event, and a big thank you must also go to Steve, Pam and all of the bar staff at The Wheatsheaf for their help and support throughout the day.
And Still More Support
Our fundraising didn't quite end there.
We received £30.92 from the charity box at The Bird's Nest Cafe at the Bird In Hand in Wordsley, so a big thank you goes to Shel and all of her customers at The Bird's Nest for their continued generosity and support.
On 10th August, we also received another donation of £60 in memory of Joyce Mellor, which was donated towards the Priestley Smith bowling night to be held in October.
More Than £1,050 Raised
In total over the summer, we raised more than £1,050 – a staggering sum for a small charity which relies entirely on donations, fundraising and support from third parties.
More importantly, though, none of these events happen by themselves. Whether you organised, donated, bought a raffle ticket, helped out on a stall, gave up your time, performed for us, donated plants or bottles, or simply came along and joined in, you played a part in making our summer a success.
We do hope that everyone who either supported or attended our events had a great time and, from all of us at Walsall Eyes, we'd like to say a huge thank you.
We continue to look forward to serving and supporting the sight loss community of Walsall as best we can.

Secretary's Report 
Dee in her absence, sent in her update for the meeting.
Dee had spoken with Dave Healey’s wife regarding Dave attending a Walsall Eyes meeting. She confirmed that she was happy for Dave to attend and asked whether, in return, a donation could be offered, and a taxi could be arranged to transport Dave to and from the meeting.
Dee contacted the Wharf Tenpin Bowling Team regarding availability for a joint event with Priestley Smith School. It was confirmed that under-18s must be accompanied by an adult, with the offer covering attendance for one child and one adult. Tuesday evenings after 6:00 pm were suggested as a suitable time for the event.
Co-op Travel has kindly contributed £150 towards the event and has also offered to provide volunteers as part of their charity day initiative.
Dee requested a discussion regarding plans for the 25th Anniversary event. It was suggested that the event could be held in February 2027 at Bloxwich Rugby Club, as WSB may not have sufficient capacity. Claire will enquire about suitable dates and times and provide an update at a separate meeting.
Treasurers Report
Harj provided a financial update, confirming that the current balance in the bank is £8,301.05, with £67.35 held in petty cash.
The £200 rugby sponsorship payment was made from petty cash. The bank balance also includes £18.35 received from August’s Easy fundraising activities and £1,050.10 transferred by Steve via BACS from events held during the summer.
A total of £150 was spent on drinks for the bottle tombola, and the organisation’s insurance has been renewed. A further £150 has been received and will be allocated towards the forthcoming bowling event.
The following fundraising amounts were also reported:
· Skittles evening raffle – £77
· Pelsall Carnival – £206 from the bottle tombola and plant sale
· Annual Fun Day – £344 raised through the Guess the Money in the Bottle competition, with £172 retained by Walsall Eyes and £172 awarded as the prize
· Annual Fun Day raffle and bingo – £289
· The Wheatsheaf charity box – £48.02
· Plant sales at the Annual Fun Day – £29
· Anonymous donation at The Wheatsheaf – £100
· Landlord’s contribution to bring the Annual Fun Day fundraising total to £700
· Bird’s Nest Café charity box – £30.92
· Donation in memory of Joyce Mellor – £60, allocated towards the Priestley Smith bowling event
The total amount raised for Walsall Eyes from the above fundraising and donations was £1,561.94, excluding the £172 prize paid to the competition winner.
PR Report
Craig informed he had contacted Jamie at Nationwide in Walsall, and they had agreed to hold a fundraising event throughout October in support of Walsall Eyes.
Craig provided a detailed write-up for the website, summarising the fundraising events held over the summer that Talia had read out and is covered above in the chair’s report.
Craig mentioned that Making Connections is starting up in Walsall. This is a community organisation that will provide support, including assistance with food packages, with applications available for those who require support.
Craig has also been contacted by Vitality Care Services, a falls prevention team based in Aldridge, who are interested in engaging with Walsall Eyes. The organisation appears to be a domiciliary care provider that focuses on health and wellbeing and offers activities such as chair-based exercises. Craig was initially hesitant and carried out some further research online and contacted the organisation with additional questions, as he had not received a response to his initial enquiries. Craig is still awaiting a response and will provide an update and feedback at the next meeting.
Walsall Council has a directory of local organisations and has now added Walsall Eyes. Walsall Eyes will also be added to the Visual Impairment (VI) Directory shortly.
Craig mentioned that he needs to meet with Harj to discuss setting up a JustGiving charity page for Walsall Eyes.
Craig will also contact Priestley Smith School again regarding potential work experience opportunities.
Craig provided an update on changes to existing disabled bus pass arrangements, which are due to come into effect from April 2027. From this date, disabled bus passes will be able to be used at any time of day, with the current time restrictions being removed.
Events Planners Report
Claire has arranged a joint bowling event for Walsall Eyes and Priestley Smith on Tuesday 27th October at 6:30pm at Tenpin Bowling at The Wharf in Walsall. Lisa Coyle at Priestley Smith has the posters and will collect names of interest from children and adults wishing to attend.
Claire has booked Steve the Juggler to attend WSB. The event is for children within the Walsall Borough and is being organised by the youth group. The initial arrangement is one adult to one child, although the event will also be open to siblings.
Walsall Eyes and WSB have been invited to attend Priestley Smith's parents' evening on Wednesday 18th November. A stand has been provided for both organisations to promote their services.
Walsall Eyes has also been invited to hold a stall at Healthwatch Walsall's community day on Thursday 8th October at Rye Croft, to promote the organisation and raise awareness of the services available.
Claire will make enquiries regarding Pelsall Carnival and request to book a stall for Walsall Eyes at the 2027 event.
Claire asked whether there was any interest in having the Animal Man attend a future Walsall Eyes meeting as a different activity to break up the meeting. The cost would be £200. Members discussed the idea positively, with suggestions including holding a raffle to help raise funds towards the cost and potentially providing own lunch on the day.
Claire informed that Walsall Eyes is sponsoring a rugby player from Bloxwich Rugby Club, for one year at a cost of £200. As part of the sponsorship, a sponsor day will be provided and on match days, the pub local called the Spotted Cow, which also sponsors the club, will be a place for Walsall Eyes to attend.
Claire expressed volunteers will be required to support the bowling event with Priestley Smith. Volunteers will need to complete a CRB check in advance to ensure this is completed in time for the event. Anyone interested in volunteering should contact Dee or Claire.
A new gazebo will need to be purchased for future events, as a refund was received for the recently purchased gazebo due to a fault with the item.
Claire confirmed that the Christmas party has been booked for Sunday 13th December time TBC. The Christmas meal will take place on Saturday 19th December at The Homestead at 13:30pm. Craig had made enquiries following last year's meal, and The Homestead has confirmed that they can cater for Walsall Eyes and have availability on the date provided.
Assistant PR Report
Paul provided an update on efforts to contact New Cross Hospital and Walsall Manor regarding the possibility of holding an event to promote and raise awareness of Walsall Eyes.
Paul has attempted to make contact through John Walters, the Eye Care Liaison Officer (ECLO) at New Cross Hospital, who advised him to contact the Estates Department. Paul has followed this up but has not yet received a response. Paul will continue to pursue this opportunity. It was noted that arranging an event within a hospital presents challenges, particularly around public liability; however, appropriate public liability cover is already in place. Paul has also clarified that the stand would be solely for promoting and raising awareness of Walsall Eyes and would not be used to raise funds.
Paul has distributed posters in local opticians, the Beacon Centre and hospitals and intends to arrange another awareness event at the GP practice and asked whether Steve could support him with this. The aim would be to continue promoting Walsall Eyes and increase awareness of the organisation and its services.
AOB
Neil Treen from Player Development Soccer has agreed to sponsor Walsall Eyes. Neil will arrange a meeting with Steve over the coming months to discuss sponsorship further.
Meeting Conclusion 
Everyone confirmed that the date of the next meeting will be Friday 6th November 2026, from 5:30pm till 7:30pm at WSB, 7-11 Hatherton Road, Walsall, WS1 1XS.
End of meeting 13:00pm



